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PREFACE,

This work namely “Kokasandesa” was eomposed by
one Vigputrata, a poet who livedat Vizhappalli (in Malabar)
and who was a friend of one Brahmin named Brahmadatta, Its
theme is the message sent to his beloved, residing in the vl
lage of Kamaramy, through a Koka (euckoo), by the prince
of Sriviharapura, who was carried away to a distant place
by the power of some magical talisman. Having procured
a context of separation, the imaginative clique of the magicil
powers utilised in opening the message is a great deviation
from all the other reputed Sandesas. Herein urec fully des-
ctibed the various paths leading to the Parnananda temple
of Bhatanatha, starting from Varapa and it is singularly
magnificent in its delineations of the different places and the
presiding deities of the temples there with particulur reference
to comtemporary importance,
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This Sande$a abounds in such exquisitely beautiful
verses of moral precepts, but this verse—

agmlafEfitay: ae gaow
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is but one among the many rough verses that seem to frigh-
ten the heroine under the pangs of separation as well as the
reader who is held aback by their harsh and unpleasant
gounds.
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The author Visnutrata who'is thus eulogised in such
stanzas is claimed to be a close fricnd of Brahmadattadvija.
This Brahmadatta is well known as a contemporary of Srf
Narayana Dhattapida and so the date of this poet also
should be somewhere about the 16th ceutury of the Christian
Era. The following are the places to be visited by the

Koka +—

1.
2,
3.
4.

5.
6'

7.
8

The place Varana (page 7. Verse 83)
The lake Sundara (po Y V. 46)
The capital Sacandra (p, 12. V. 60)

The Santakara (p. 12. V. 65)
The river Ramya (p. 14, V. T79)
Lokabhadra the temple

of $iva  (p. 16. V. 85)
Ayodhya (p. 20. V. 104)

Porpananda the temple
of Bhatanatha. (p. 21. V. 110)

The important manuscript of this Sandesakavya be-
longs to Brahmatei Brahmadattan Namburippad of Kadallar
Mana, and was handed over to be printed by the owner out
of his great magnanimity. Expressing our deep gratitude
to the owner of the manuseript, we place the Sandega before
the enlightened public.

Trivandrum,
10-8-1112,
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